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PRESS RELEASE 

 

The Society of State Advocates of South Africa (SSASA) held its annual general 

meeting on 23 May 2015 at the Blue Marlin Hotel, Scottsburgh, KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

The theme of this year’s meeting: “Uniting Prosecutors, meeting the challenge – 

the way forward” was debated and resolutions taken on how to unite prosecutors. 

 

The Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development, Mr John Jeffrey, 

delivered the keynote address and had a very insightful question and answer 

session with the delegates. 

 

In lieu of the changes to the constitution of the SSASA effected since the AGM in 

2014, whereby prosecutors are now included in its membership, a decision was 

taken to change its name to the Society of State Advocates and Prosecutors of 

South Africa (SSAPSA). This is a reflection of the commitment to unite and 

strengthen the organization (currently the only organization in South Africa who 

strictly caters for the occupation specific issues concerning state advocates and 

prosecutors). The prescribed constitutional processes to effect the name change 

will be finalized shortly. 

 

During the AGM, a new and exciting interactive website was launched. Herewith 

members will have access to a network of resources and a member’s only 

platform to interact with each other and debate issues. Kindly visit 

www.ssasa.org.za 

 



 

Members were further honored for exemplary contributions towards promoting 

the image of prosecutors and prosecution excellence.  

 

The “Juta Book Prize’ (sponsored by JUTA ) for contributions by members to a 

legal publication was awarded to Geo Wasserman (Senior State Advocate at the 

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Local Division, 

Johannesburg) for his article published in ‘The Advocate’ magazine: ‘The 

appointment of public servants as judges –does it undermine the independence 

of the judiciary?’ 

 

In 2014, certificates of special recognition were introduced. The inaugural 

certificates were awarded to Lwazi Ngodwana (Senior State Advocate at the 

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Local Division, 

Johannesburg) for the matter of S v Molekoa: The Randburg Police Official who 

turned out to be a serial rapist, and Dora Ngobeni (Senior State Advocate at the 

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Division, Pretoria) for the 

matter S v Galubetse and others: a serial rape matter where the accused were 

identified by inter alia their body odour. 

 

For the year 2015, certificates of special recognition were awarded to: 

 

1) Juliet Makgwatha (Senior State Advocate at the Office of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Division, Pretoria) and Bakedi Maoke 

(Junior State Advocate at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 

Gauteng Division, Pretoria) for the case S v Radebe: 3 children raped and 

killed in Diepsloot 

2) Nerissa Muller (Junior State Advocate at the Office of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Local Division, Johannesburg) for the 

matter S v Morake: serial rape matter where the accused received the 

heaviest sentences in history: 30 life sentences and an additional 785 

years imprisonment. 

 

 

 



 

3) Jeff Nethononda (Junior State Advocate at the Office of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Division, Pretoria) for the case S v 

Samancor Chrome Limited: an environmental crime case on the illegal 

disposal of hazardous substances: the sentence included a fine as well as  

payments of R1 700 000-00 to the Department of Environmental Affairs to 

inter alia develop initiatives for the benefit of Steelpoort Secondary School 

and to the Environmental Management Inspectorate for inter alia 

environmental rehabilitation. 

4) Rolene Bester (Junior State Advocate at the Office of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Local Division, Johannesburg) for her 

contribution in the matter of S v Sehoole where the State took the matter 

on appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeal and the decision of the SCA 

created new law in respect of section 90 of The Firearms Control Act 60 of 

2000. 

 

The prestigious ‘Ukugqwesa Prosecutor of the year’ award, sponsored by 

ENS was jointly awarded to: the prosecution team in the matter of S v Oscar 

Pistorius: Gerrie Nel (Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions at the Office of 

the Director of Public Prosecutions, Gauteng Division, Pretoria) and Andrea 

Johnson( Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions at the NPA Head Office) and 

to Carina Coetzee (Senior Public Prosecutor at the Magistrate’s Court, 

Johannesburg for the “Baby Michael” case, the ‘satanic ritual’ case of S v 

Harvey Isha & Others and for the matter of S v Bob Hewitt. 

 

The diversity of exemplary contributions by our members shows the 

dedication and expertise of prosecutors in our courts. The successful meeting 

reiterates the importance of the SSAPSA and its commitment to promote the 

status and interest of its members and the prosecution profession.  
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